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Recent events in Eastern Europe demonstrate clearly sy ay ! 
that the existence of a Communist state is incompatibley, — A am / 
with anything approaching religious freedom. Commu’ “> é eee ee 
nists cannot and will not tolerate an unsubmissive reli--~—'“ YORK “4 


gious sect. Communism may preach that religion is a Se 
“private affair’’ for non-Communists, a matter for the 

individual alone to decide, but the fact remains that 

Communism is, virtually by definition, pledged to the 

propagation of atheism and to the destruction first, of 

organized religion, and, ultimately, of religion itself, 


Atheism is propagated actively wherever Communists 
are in power. Communists conceal or deny the funda- 
mental irreconciliability between religion and Commu- 
nism only when such a denial is essential for tactical 
purposes -- when, for example, it would otherwise be 
impossible to gain mass support for Communist aims 
in a predominantly Catholic country. For the Commu- 
nist there is no real contradiction between Marxist ad- 
vocacy of atheism and the Party policy of catering at a 
particular moment to religious believers in some states, 
The first is the goal, the second merely a means to that 
end. Communists have only one goal as far as religion 
is concerned and that is its complete eradication, 


I. Communist Doctrine on Religion. 


The working philosophy of Communism is the Marxist-Leninist interpretation of 


materialism. Marxism not only incorporates the hostility of materialism toward religion -- 


in line with its search for a purely material explanation of all natural phenomena -- but ex- 


tends that hostility to the point of active combat with religious beliefs, Marxism’s avowed 


intention is the eradication of all religions, 


Communists do not attempt to conceal this intention from the inner circles of the 


Party. In fact, the official program of the Soviet Communist Party specifically outlines the 


methods by which the eradication of religion is to be achieved. Communist literature is 


replete with attacks on religion and with support of atheism, The following are typical ex- 


amples of this anti-religious position. 


= 


Regardless of the date of origin, these quotations are still cited in contemporary 
Soviet sources to justify and explain the Party’s stand on the religious question, Their 
contemporary usage also shows once again that there has been no fundamental change in 
the Communist viewpoint on religion since the days of Lenin. 


“Dialectical materialism, the philosophy of Marxism-Leninism and 
the theoretical foundation of the Communist Party, is incompatible with re- 
ligion.....The world outlook of the Party is based on scientific data, whereas 
religion contradicts science. As the Party bases its activity on scientific 
foundations, it is bound to oppose religion. (Molodoi Bolshevik - Young Bol- 
shevik - No. 5-6, 1946, p. 58.) For the conception of the world from a reli- 
gious point of view is incorrect..... It is a mutilated understanding of the world 
and of the mutual relationships of men. (Yaroslavsky, Chief of League of Mili- 
tant Atheists, Religion in USSR, Moscow, 1939.) The world outlook (of commu- 
nism) is irreconcilable to any kind of superstition, religion or idealism. (On_ 


Soviet Socialist Society - Gospolitizdat, Moscow, 1948, p. 400.) 


‘‘But while Marxism as materialism is absolutely atheistic and resolutely 
hostile to all religion,...it goes farther than /earlier materialist schools/ by 
applying the materialist philosophy to the field of history, to the field of social 
sciences. We must combat religion: that is the rudiment of all materialism, 
and consequently of Marxism....But Marxism goes further. It says: We must 
know how to combat religion, and in order to do so we must explain the source 
of faith and religion among the masses materialistically. The fight against 
religion must not be confined to abstract ideological preaching or reduced to 
such preaching. The fight must be linked up with the concrete practical work 
of the class movement, which aims at eliminating the social roots of religion, 
(Lenin, ‘‘Attitude of Workers Party Toward Religion’, 1909. Selected Works, 
Int’] Publishers, New York, 1948, vol. XI, p. 666.) 


‘(For) religion is the opium of the people. Religion is a kind of spiritual 
gin in which the slaves of capital drown their human shape and their claims to 
any decent human life, (Lenin, ‘‘Socialism and Religion,’’ 1905, Selected Works, 
vol, XI, p. 658.) Religion is a bandage over the eyes of men, preventing them 
from seeing the world as it actually is. (Yaroslavsky, op.cit.) There is no 
place or job for God in the universe. (Radio Moscow, June ll, 1948). Every re- 
ligious idea, every idea of god, even flirting with the idea of god is unutterable 
vileness.,..of the most dangerous kind, ‘‘contagion’’ of the most abominable 
kind. Millions of sins, filthy deeds, acts of violence and physical contagions.... 
are far less dangerous than the subtle , spiritual ideas of a god decked out in 
the smartest ‘“ideological’’ costumes, (Lenin, ‘‘Letter to Gorky,’’ 1913, Selected 
Works, vol, XI, p. 675-676.) It is not religion that creates man, but man who 
creates religion....religion is the groan of the down-trodden creature....it is the 
opium of the people. The abolition of religion, as an illusory happiness of the 
people, is a requisite of their real happiness, (Karl Marx, Critique of Hegel’s 
Philosophy of Law). Religion is the opium of the people - this dictum of Marx’s 
is the cornerstone of the whole Marxist view on religion. Marxism has always 
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regarded all modern religions and churches and all religious organizations 
as instruments of bourgeois reaction that serve to defend exploitation and to 
drug the working class. (Lenin, ‘‘Attitude of Workers’ Party Toward Reli- 
gion’’, 1909, Selected Works, vol. XI, p. 664.) The explanation of our program 


PED ee 
therefore necessarily includes an explanation of the true historical and eco- 


nomic roots of religious obscurantism. Our propaganda necessarily includes 

the propaganda of atheism.,.(Lenin, ‘‘Socialism and Religion,’’ 1905, Selected 

Works, vol. XI, p. 660.) ”’ 

Il. Communists on Religion Before the Seizure of Power, 

While there is no question as to Communism’s ultimate aim in regard to religion, the 
means by which that aim is to be secured differ. They vary depending on whether or not 
the Communist Party is the Party in power, and if so, how firmly it is in control. Where 
the Party wields only minor political influence, where its control of the state is not com- 
plete, and where religion plays an important part in national life, the Party organization 
carefully avoids any public avowal of its antireligious program, Instead the religious ques- 
tion is sidetracked as completely as possible, church members are welcomed into the 
Party ranks and the Communists preach the compatibility of religion and Karl Marx. Efforts 
may be made to limit the temporal power of a church hierarchy, but even so, the rank and 
file are continually assured of the inviolability of their religious convictions. (Communist 
spokesmen are unanimous in their conviction that open at on religion is the best way of 
strengthening religious convictions and so must be avoided at all costs.) At the same time, 
Communist authorities may foster minor religious denominations as a means of dividing and 
weakening the dominant religious faction. 

The temporary adherence to these tactics in no way lessens the basic Communist inten- 
tion of eradicating religious beliefs; rather, it is another example of the use of any means to 
obtain an end, The moral aspects of this and other deliberate deceptions for tactical purposes 
is covered in the authoritative Soviet definition of morality -- ‘‘ ‘moral’ is anything which aids 


the cause of the Revolution’ (Kratkii Filosoficheski Slovar - Short Philosophical Dictionary - 


Gospolitzdat, Moscow, 1941, p. 177). 


Spies 


‘Why do we not declare in our programme that we are atheists? Why 
do we not refuse Christians and those who believe in God admission to our 
Party?....(Because) unity in the revolutionary struggle of the oppressed class 
for the creation of paradise on earth is more important to us than unity of 
opinion among the proletarians about a paradise in heaven. That is why we do 
not and must not proclaim our atheism in our programme; that is why we do 
not and must not forbid proletarians who still cherish certain relics of the old 
superstitions to approach our Party. (Lenin, ‘Socialism and Religion,’’ 1905, 
Selected Works, vol. XI, p. 660-661.) 

‘Fneels frequently condemned the efforts of people who desired to.... 
introduce an explicit avowal of atheism, in the sense of declaring war on re- 
ligion, into the programme of the worker’s party....he stated that such a 
declaration of war was the best means of reviving interest in religion....Engels 
demanded that the worker’s party should know how to work patiently at the task 
of organizing and educating the proletariat, and not venture into a political war 
on religion. (Lenin, ‘‘Attitude of Workers’ Party Toward Religion‘, 1909, Selected 
Works, vol. XI, p. 664-665.) 


‘‘The Communist Party is guided by the conviction that only the realization 
of conscious and systematic social and economic activity of the masses will lead 
to the disappearance of religious prejudices, The aim of the Party is finally to 
destroy the ties between the exploiting classes and the organization of religious 
propaganda, at the same time helping the toiling masses actually to liberate their 
minds from religious superstitions and organizing on a wide scale scientific - 
educational and anti-religious propaganda. It is however necessary carefully to 
avoid offending the religious susceptibilities of believers which leads only to the 
strengthening of religious fanaticism, (Program of Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union - First adopted at the VIII Congress of the Party, March 18-28, 1919 - still 
inforce.) (For) religion is like a nail; the harder you hit it, the deeper it goes 
into the wood. (Lunacharski - Minister of Education of the RSFSR) 


‘Let us take an example. The proletariat in a given district and in a given 
branch of industry is divided, let us assume, into an advanced section of fairly 
class-conscious Communists, who are, of course, atheists, and rather backward 
workers who are still connected with the countryside and the peasantry, still be- 
lieve in God, go to church, and are even under the influence of the local priest who, 
let us suppose, has organized a Christian labor union, Let us assume furthermore 
that the economic struggle in this locality has resulted ina strike, It is the duty 
of a Marxist to place the success of the strike movement above everything else, 
to combat vigorously such a division. Under such circumstances, atheistic propa- 
ganda may be both unnecessary and harmful - not from fear of scaring away the 
backward sections, of losing a seat in the elections, and so on, but from consid- 
eration for the real progress of the class struggle, which in the conditions of 
modern capitalist society is a hundred times better adapted to convert Christian 
workers to Communism and to atheism than is bald atheistic preaching, He who 
preached atheism at such a moment and in such circumstances would only be play- 
ing into the hands of the priest and priests, who desire nothing better than that the 
division of the workers according to their participation in the strike movement be 
replaced by their division according to their beliefs in God....A Marxist must be 
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a materialist, i.e., an enemy of religion but he must be a dialectical material- 
ist, i.e., one who puts the fight against religion not abstractly, not on the basis 
of abstract, purely theoretical, unvarying propaganda, but concretely; on the 
basis of the class struggle which is going Onjin practice... 


‘Tt is from this standpoint that all particular questions concerning the 
attitude of Communism to religion must be determined....We must not only 
admit workers who preserve the belief in God into the Communist Party, but 
must deliberately set out to recruit them..,.in order to educate them in the 
spirit of our programme, and we will not permit an active struggle against 
our programme, (Lenin, ‘‘Attitude of Workers’ Party Toward Religion’, 


1909, Selected Works, vol. XI, p. 669-670.) 


‘Communism will protest against persecution of Catholicism and 
Protestantism, it will defend the right of nations to profess whatever religion 
they choose, but at the same time, proceeding from a thorough understanding 
of the interests of the proletariat it will agitate both against Catholicism and 
against Protestantism and against Orthodoxy so as to bring the triumph of the 
socialist world outlook, (Stalin - Marxism and the National and Colonial 

estion, p. 59., Int’1 Publishers, New York, 1942.) ” 


Qu ; 
I. Communists on Religion after Seizure of Power. 

A; The Party 

Once the Communist organization seizes political power and control of the state, 
religious manifestations on the part of Party members are no longer tolerated as before. 
The campaign to eliminate believers from the Party ranks becomes more open and more in- 
tense, Intra-Party propaganda increasingly stresses the atheistic aspects of Marxist phi- 
losophy; at the same time both direct and indirect pressure are exerted on those Party 
members who cling to old dogmas or rituals. Communists who continue their observance 
of religious rites despite these measures are eventually purged from the Party ranks and 
only convinced atheists accepted as candidates for membership, 

B, The Public 

For the general public, the fiction of Marxist compatibility with religion is dropped 
only after the Party has consolidated its hold on the political apparatus and can safely with- 


stand widespread opposition to its policies. Religious organizations are thus deprived of 


their properties, the clergy are often put on the state payroll (in spite of Communist 
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championing of the separation of church and state) and are prohibited all educational ac- 
tivity. The nation’s school system is completely secularized and religious instruction to 
the young curtailed, Eventually, propagation of religion among school children becomes a 
criminal offense, as in the USSR. At the same time, the state gears its entire educational 
and informational apparatus to the dissemination of a materialist philosophy and the athe- 
ism expressive of that philosophy, 

Wherever possible, the Communist regime avoids open assaults on the clergy of 
any church, preferring to undermine clerical influence gradually through atheistic educa- 
tion of the young. If the clergy accept a Communist-dictated modus vivendi between church 
and state, the authorities permit it relative freedom of ritual, but abrogation of the right to 
give religious instruction is generally the price of that limited freedom, The eventual dis- 
integration of the rite is assured by its inability to propagate itself, 

The refusal of strongly organized religious sect to capitulate to state demands spot- 
lights the doctrinal issue and focuses attention on religion, a situation the Communist state 
prefers to avoid, If church opposition assumes a definitive enough character, the general 
public is forced to recognize the basic irreconcilability between Marxist dogma and religious 
tenets, and to choose between the two. Communist authorities must then resort to active 
repression to eliminate the power of the church hierarchy and to divorce the public from its 
religious inclinations, 

In the long run, the avowed goal of Communism is the eradication of religion, Any 
temporary modus vivendi concluded between church and state ina Communist controlled 
State only works to the advantage of the Communists by allowing them time to undermine, 
Slowly but surely, the popular support of any particular sect and the foundations of religion 


in general. 


A, The Party 


‘Tt is not to be tolerated that even the smallest manifestation of 
religiousness should be observed among Communists. (Zarya Vostoka - 
Dawn of the East - January 27-28, 1949.) 


“‘There is no room in the ranks of the Party for ‘Communists’... 
who hinder the thorough development of anti-religious propaganda.,..A 
young man cannot be a member of the Young Communist League unless 
he is free of religious convictions. (Komsomolskaya Pravda - Young Com- 
munist Truth - October 18, 1947.) For us Communists, and Young Commu- 
nists, religion never was and never will be a ‘private matter’, The high 
status of Communist and Young Communist can be applied only to one who is 
not only completely free from religious prejudice, but who also considers it 
as his most important duty to educate Soviet people and Soviet youth in the 
real spirit of scientific Marxist-Leninist views. (Molodoi Bolshevik - Young 
Bolshevik - May 1948,} 


‘For a Komsomol it is impossible and inadmissible to believe in God 
and to observe religious rituals. (Komsomolskaya Pravda - Young Commu- 
nist Truth - October 18, 1947.) 


‘‘Religion should be declared a private affair....But the meaning of 
these words must be precisely defined so as to leave no room for misunder- 
standing. We demand that religion should be a private affair as far as the 
state is concerned, but under no circumstances can we regard religion as a 
private affair as far as our own Party is concerned, (Lenin, ‘‘Socialism and 
Religion’, Selected Works, vol. XI, p. 659-660.) 

‘In the course of 1948, forty-nine persons were excluded from the 
Party (Communist Party of Georgia) for the observance of religious rites, 
Characteristically, among them are persons with middle and even higher 
education. Thus, for example, a teacher of the Aspindza Raion seven-year 
school....and her husband, an inspector of the Statistical Administration of 
Georgia,....both with a higher education, baptised four of their children. 
Both were expelled from the Party. Also excluded from the Party was a 
kolkhoz member of the Engels’ Kolkhoz in Sachkere Raion who had a middle 
education,...who in September of last year arranged a funeral to which he 
invited a priest and at the same time, on that very day, baptised two of his 
children, The facts again and again remind us of the necessity of strengthen- 
ing the anti-religious propaganda among the population. (Zarya Vostoka - 
Dawn of the East - January 28, 1949.) 


‘‘A person cannot act correctly, cannot act in an organized manner as 
a Communist, as a Leninist, if his brain is poisoned by religion, (Yaroslav- 
sky, op. cit.) Although the Party demands religion be considered a private 
matter as far as the state is concerned, it does not regard the fight against 
the opium of the people, the fight against religious superstition, etc., asa 
private matter. (Lenin, ‘‘Attitude of Workers’ Party toward Religion,’’ 1909, 
Selected Works, vol, XI, p. 671.) 
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‘‘Anti-religious propaganda forms an integral part of Communist 
education. We educate the youth in a materialistic world outlook, a sci- 
entific understanding of the phenomena of nature and of social life. Re- 
ligious superstitions and prejudices are unscientific. That is why Young 
Communist League members must be not only convinced atheists and 
opponents of all superstition, but must actively combat the spread of super- 
stitions and prejudices among youth, (Komsomolski Rabotnik - Young Com- 


munist Worker - Moscow, 1934, No. mn june 1947. p, 27.) 
B. The Public 


‘“‘The basic work in communist education and the overcoming of the 
survivals of religiousness must be carried out by the school teachers in 
the process of teaching the foundations of the sciences....the basic task of 
communist education and overcoming the survivals of religiousness in our 
present condition is to. prove to the pupils the complete contrast and com- 
plete irreconcilability between science -- the real and correct reflection of 
the objectively existing world in the consciousness of the people -- and reli- 
gion as a fantastic, distorted and, consequently, harmful reflection of the 
world in the consciousness of the people....the school must pose the question 
before parents who are believers as to the extreme harmfulness..,.and inad- 
missibility of imposing religious influence on children....Parents who are 
religious believers in the great majority of cases realize that they have no 
right and that it is not in their interest to maim their children morally and 
to place them in a dual situation by bringing them up at home on religious 
prejudices which are in radical contradiction with the true scientific instruc- 
tion and education of the school. (Narodnoye Obrazovaniye - Popular Educa- 


tion - ‘“‘Some Aspects of Education”, April 1949.) 


‘*The propaganda of atheism and the popularization of the scientific 
viewpoint has been a vital part of the activities of educational and cultural 
organizations in Soviet Russia from the first days of the Soviet regime. 
(Novy Mir - New World - No. 1-2, 1946, p. 183.) 


‘‘But the Communist Party never put the struggle against religious 
superstitions in the foreground. The Party believed that work in overcoming 
religious superstition should be subordinated to the principle task, the or- 
ganization and consolidation of the working people in the struggle for the 
victory of Communism. (Molodoi Bolshevik - Young Bolshevik - No. 5-6, 
1946, p. 58-59.) To declare war on religion....is the best means of reviving 
interest in religion. (Lenin, ‘‘Attitude of Workers’ Party toward Religion’’, 
1909, Belected Works, vol. XI, p. 664.) A persistent and patient propaganda 
of the scientific materialistic world outlook represents in present conditions 
the most reliable means of fighting religion, (Molodoi Bolshevik - Young 
Bolshevik - No. 5-6, 1946, p. 59-69.) 


*‘The Party cannot be neutral toward religion and it does conduct anti- 
religious propaganda against all and every religious prejudice....It will con- 
tinue to carry on propaganda against religious prejudices because that is the 
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best way undermining the influence of the reactionary clergy who support 
the exploiting class and who preach submission to these classes....Anti- 
religious propaganda is the means by which the complete liquidation of 
the reactionary clergy must be brought about. (Stalin, ‘‘Interview with 
American Labor Delegation’’, 1927, Leninism, Cooperative Publishing 


Society of Foreign Workers, Moscow, 1934; vol. I, p. 386.)’’ 
C. Soviet Laws on Religion Now in Effect. 


1, ‘Instruction of the under-aged or minors in religious doctrines in 
state or private educational institutions and schools or the violation of the 
rules established for this is punishable by corrective labor for a period 
of one year.”’ (Article 122 of the RSFSR Criminal Code, enacted 1926) 


2. ‘Religious Organizations are forbidden: 

(a) to create mutual assistance funds, cooperatives, or unions 
of producers; 

(b) to extend mutual support to their members; 

(c) to organize special prayer or other gatherings for children, 
youths, or women or to organize gatherings, groups, circles, 
or offices, either bible, literary, handiwork or labor for in- 
struction of religion, cic. 

The instruction of any religious faith whatsoever is not allowed in 
state, social or private educational institutions. Theological courses may 
be opened with the permission of the NKVD, or in Autonomous Republics, 
of the appropriate Central Executive Committee.’’ (Law of April 1929 - 
RSFSR Code) 


3, ‘Instruction of any type of religious doctrines given in schools to 
minors and the under-aged is one of the forms of infringement on the 
freedom of conscience guaranteed by the USSR constitution. For the com- 
mission of criminal action....the type and character of the religious doc- 
trine taught are of no importance?’ ( Trainin, A., Menshagin, V., and Vy- 
shinskaya, Z., Commentaries on the Criminal Code of the RSFSR, and 


edition, Moscow, 1946, p. 168.) 
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